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interest, conservation of the carved and painted
wall and ceiling decorations in the mosque is
called for on account of its suitability for
promotion as a "museum" structure.

As a result of repairs made to the structure,
both by CAMROM and the Yemeni Mosque
Authorities, a small group of mature students has
recently formed a learning circle in the mosque.
This recreates the sense of the 16th century
dedication of a school inside the mosque. It is
proposed that part of the restored buildings of the
Citadel be dedicated in future to serve the
purpose of a student residence, adjacent to the
Mosque. To serve this end, it will be necessary to
relocate the Prison to the restored west end of the
Citadel.

[raining Programme

CAMROM acknowledges that a primary
obstacle in the development of an effective
archaeological and cultural heritage programme
remains the lack of sufficient training that has
been available in Yemen. However, it is equally
important to recognise that archaeology and
building conservation are disciplines in which
practical experience plays an important role.
CAMROM's presence in Zabid furnishes a
unique opportunity to provide that practical
training on site. Training needs to focus upon
three aspects: archaeological fieldwork, building
conservation, and museum studies. In addition,
provisions need to be made available to permit

those attached to the Project to improve their
language skills. This applies both to English for
Yemenis, and Arabic for Canadians.

Due to the fact that CAMROM has maintained
its operation on a continuous basis for more than
ten years, a spirit of collaboration with the
Yemeni authorities has been firmly established.
Representaives of the Archaeological Service
have visited the Royal Ontario Museum (for a
one-month training programme, in 1985) and
these individuals are now affiliated with the
Project on a permanent basis. Their assistance in
all levels of the operation assures that the work
proceeds effectively, with mutual benefit. ©
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It is judged by the Project to be very important
that a variety of uses for the structures of the
Citadel be maintained. The constant flow of
residents to Government House, the Law Courts,
and the Prison give the compound a life that
cannot be replaced simply by providing facilities
for tourists. Wherever possible, plans will be
made to integrate both functions, for visitors of
all kinds.

Visitor Facility

There is a record from the 1940s of the Citadel
housing a tropical fruit garden. Initial attempts to
recreate a sense of greenery and shade in the
centre void have been very successful. It is
hoped that, in addition to providing a place of

relaxation for visitors, the garden will also be a
forum for explanation about plant varieties
native to the area of Zabid. Provisions will be
made for growing and displaying both desert
and irrigated varieties of plants. For this purpose
it will be necessary to upgrade the water supply
by drilling a well and installing a pump. The
garden experience will be integrated with that of
the museum.

As a result of the work undertaken since 1987,
CAMROM operates its field project from a base
in the restored part of the Zabid citadel, and has
opened a small on-site museum for the benefit of
visitors. The creation of a permanent

archaeological base in the town affords
CAMROM a high profile and allows the results
of the work to be visible, even when fieldwork is
not being actively conducted. Apart from the
daily curiosity of foreign tourists, immense
in the Project is shown by the

interest

dignitaries and ordinary citizens of Zabid, who
express pride in the preservation of a significant
remnant of their cultural heritage. Facilities
within the on-site museum are to be up-graded,
with improved signage and availability of
information about the results of the Project work.

drsnaeia
0sSque

The Citadel Mosque is a building worthy of
attention in its own right, as part of the study of
Zabid's architectural heritage. Continuing
restorations will enable CAMROM to study the
details of its decorations more closely,
establishing its cultural significance, at the same
time as completing the first major step in a
professional conservation programme for the
mosques of Zabid. But, apart from any academic




urban development and monumental and
vernacular architecture, to sponsorship of the
arts, industrial production, irrigation farming,
and environmental issues. Information is derived
both from buildings standing above ground, as
well as from excavations. Building conservation
work is an integral part of the Project.

Founded in the early 9th century AD, and
becoming a major seat of learning, Zabid
enjoyed special status in Yemen for many
centuries. The overall aim of the Project is the
understanding of the way in which the city of
Zabid developed and flourished in mediaeval
times as a market, administrative, and university
centre with an international reputation. Studies
of the agricultural hinter land and of the Red Sea
port sites permit theories to be developed
concerning the basis of the city's economic
prosperity.

A study and conservation programme in the
Zabid Citadel mosque has not only revealed
important details about sponsorship of a 16th
century college within the mosque, but it has
revitalized what had become a defunct school
tradition.

s Se

A recent unexpected discovery was the
exposure of relics connected with megalithic
monuments that can be ascribed to a previously
unknown Yemeni Bronze Age culture from the
2nd millennium BC. This Midamman culture is
defined by commemorative  monuments
consisting of large stone pillars erected in what is
now a scrub and dune landscape just inland
from the Red Sea coast. What the region would
have sustained in antiquity is of the utmost
importance in terms of identifying the culture
associated with these remarkable monuments.
Accomplishing this achievement will be
dependent on a broader understanding of the
immediate landscape as well as a fuller
appreciation of both climate and environment
since the last lce Age.

Since the scope of the Project encompasses a
wide range of topics, ranging from urban
architecture to rural economy, the focus of study
for any given season depends very heavily upon
a number of practical considerations. In this
exploratory situation, formal theory is less
important than demonstrable progress. The
overriding choice of where to work remains
availability of funds, followed by accessibility

from the Project headquarters- in the Citadel, and
the ability to conserve and adequately display
the exposed remains. The Project cannot afford
to work in complete isolation from Yemen's own
aspirations for a preservation of cultural heritage
programme. Topics targeted for attention have
been chosen to reflect a balance between
academic consideratioris and public interest.
Until twenty-five years ago, the land of Yemen
remained as an obscure backwater in the Middle
East, hostile to outsiders of any kind,
self-confident in the importance of its historical
past, but disadvantaged in global terms.
Although the recent discovery of oil in Yemen
promises to raise the national and economic
expectations of the country once more, it is
crucial not to allow the obvious beneficial
changes that will occur to be outweighed by the
disadvantages that all too often accompany
modern development. CAMROM has
established a successful working relationship
with the Yemeni authorities on a national and
local level. Since there still exists in Zabid a
strong cultural identity, there is a unique
opportunity here to maintain an on going
cultural programme. The demonstrated success
of the Project guarantees return on investment.

The Project's work in the Citadel has already
helped prepare the ground for wider acceptance
of the validity of a building conservation
programme for all of Zabid. The immediate
challenge is to complete the restoration of the
remaining third of the structures in the defined
area. The end result will be a preserved historic
monument which serves the immediate needs
for a structured focus for visitors.
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Canadian

Archaeological
Mission

of the
Royal Ontario

Museum in Yemen

Since 1987, the Royal Ontario

Museum has sponsored a program

of archaeological investigation in
and around the city of Zabid, in Yemen. The
purpose is to understand more about how this
city came into existence, and the way in
which it developed. We know some of the
details from reading texts written by Yemenis
and outsiders as well. Between the 10th and
the 15th century Yemen had commercial
contact with India and China; in the 16th
century Yemen was the world's only source of
coffee.

Archaeological work allows us corroborate
this, at the same time as providing a different
perspective, one that involves the lives of the
ordinary people in this medieval Islamic
society. Restoration work in the Zabid citadel
provides the Canadian Archaeological
Mission with a permanent base. A small
museum describing the work has been
opened in the citadel granary building. This
work has encouraged the traditional building
industry to survive, and for the Yemenis to
consider the protection of their own building
heritage to be important. Zabid is now
designated by UNESCO as a "world heritage
city."

A restoration program has been initiated, in
collaboration with the Yemeni authorities, to
conserve the structure and the carved and
painted plaster decorations in the Zabid
citadel mosque, an institution dedicated in
the 16th century as a college, the
al-Iskandariyah madrasa.

The Yemen Project of the Royal Ontario
Museum comprises a designated study area
covering some 5,000 square kilometres, 100
km north-south and 50 km east-west, between

Islamic university city of Zabid

the Red Sea and the highland foothills. At the
centre lies Zabid, a modern town which in
mediaeval times was an important Islamic
university city. From its permanent base in the
Zabid Citadel, CAMROM is able to direct its
energies towards a number of quite different
lines of enquiry. An on-site museum allows
the result of the Project work to be presented
to the public, giving it a high profile in
Yemen.

In order to appreciate the role that this city
played in Yemen's history, it is important to
understand how the city came into existence
and what was there before this happened.
Fortuitous discoveries have revealed remnants
of a previously unknown Bronze Age culture
whose support clearly came from a different
source than that of wurban Zabid.
Understanding the different ways in which
different people in different times exploited
various ecological niches, over a period of
4,000 years or more, has become the unifying
theme of what is now a multi disciplinary
study of the Yemen Project area.

The Project covers topics ranging from




political parties, it was necessary to find a
compromise between various tendencies within a
framework of a national document based on
consensus. Thus a committee was established to
promote national dialogue. It was composed of
more than 50 politicians and intellectuals
representing varying trends and opinions. The
committee carried out its work from late 1979
until August 1982.

What then, is the NC? The answer to that
question is as follows: ‘The National covenant is
not the creation of a group or party, nor the will
of an individual or a single authority, but it is the
thought of our people and their aspiration. Thus,
it was directly formulated by them. This is what
induces all to rally around it because it is the
theory for a national course of action binding
upon all our people and upon the state and its
officials so that its values may materialize both
as objectives and in actual conduct.’

After the introduction, the NC is divided into
five parts:

1) Islam and the Faith and the Shari‘ah;
2) Man and the Homeland;

3) Administration, Social Justice, Economic
Development, Education and Culture;

4) National Defence;
5) Foreign Policy.

In conclusion the NC explains itself as
follows.

The ... includes the most important principles
and fundamentals which unite all factions of the
people and which bind the popular base with the
leadership under the auspices of a democratic
republican system based on:

— unrestricted belief in the faith of Islam as a
way of life, a system and a code of conduct.

— democracy in government represented by
constitutional  institutions and by the
guarantee of total freedom for the people and
for the homeland.

— social  justice  which guarantees the
organization of social relations, equal
opportunity and social security for every
citizen.

— national loyalty, which is associated with
loyalty to God, and by which we can preserve
the sovereignty and independence of the
homeland and prepare the way for the
achievement of Yemeni unity, land, people
and government.

— enabling the state and the people to
implement development plans and to develop
life in all fields.

— the completion of the formation and
organization of the armed forces and the
security forces for defence of the homeland
and for the protection security and safety of
the citizen and of society.

— the consolidation of bases of political
stability, internally and externally.

If understanding and conviction on our part of
what  this covenant has provided is of
importance, then defending its objectives and
following its directives is even more important
and more necessary to be upheld by all factions
of the people with the aim of the success of the
progress of social and economic prosperity and
political stability under the auspices of true
national unity which is considered the basis of
insuring every honest patriotic activity and for
the success of any plan which is drawn up.
Without that, we shall not achieve any of our
legitimate aspirations in this life.

If this covenant forms the intellectual
framework for our course, then the work
programs must not depart from this framework,
no matter how different their methods of
application are. For the movement of popular
and governmental activities within this
intellectual framework makes the movement
constructive, which shall rid us of divisiveness
and the consequences of unpatriotic affiliation
and the ills of individual interpretation and
profiting  groupings, and makes creative,
peaceful competition under democratic practices
an alternative to destructive conflicts.

Let us then move forward, united and co-
operating towards a prosperous and honest
future, relying—after God—on ourselves and on
our unity and our own capabilities so that we
may achieve all our aspirations and ambitions.

The NC has become the intellectual and
political framework which guides the General
Peoples Congress Party in its political action and
policy formulation.

Notes and References
1- al-Mawsi’ah al-Yamaniyyah (San‘a’, 1992),
I1, 941-43.
2- Executed after the failure of the revolution.
3- ‘Abdallah al-Shamahi, a/-Yaman al-insan
wa-al-hadarah. 270, 257, 209; Ahmad al-
Shami, Riyah al-taghyir fi al-Yaman.
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The SNC touches on the issues of civil
liberties, stressing ‘the sanctity of human life,
equality, private property, dignity of the
individual, freedom of speech and assembly.’ It
dwells on the need to modernize public
administration, the army, the police, and setting
up assemblies for the prefectures and
municipalities, with special emphasis placed on
education, public  health, transportation,
agriculture and combating poverty, ignorance
and disease as well as action ‘to revive
agriculture as the foundation of economic life in
Yemen.’

Finally, the SNC highlights the importance of
bolstering ties with the Arab League and the
Arab States as well as opening up to the outside
world through ‘the appointment of political
representatives (ambassadors) in the sister Arab
States ..., initiating contacts with the civilized
world by means of diplomatic and consular
relations, so as to serve the high national
interests of the Yemen and to cooperate in the
lofty task of bringing happiness to all mankind.’

As for the appendices of the SNC, they
comprise four, the first of which provided for the
appointment of al-Wartalani al-Fudayl as general
advisor to the State. The second opens the door
for ‘any member of Imam Yahya’s family who
demonstrates his willingness to accept the wish
of the nation embodied in this Charter, and
shows commitment to its contents, to be treated
in the same way as any other citizen’.The third
provides for the appointment of Qadi ‘Abdallah
Husayn al-‘Amri as Minister of State. The final
appendix directs that ‘full care should be given
to all patriots and freedom fighters for the
sacrifice they have made in the service of the
people.’

The appendices are followed by four lists
containing members of the Council of Ministers
headed by al-Sayyid ‘Ali b. ‘Abdallah al-Wazr’
as well as names of the directors of government
departments, followed by members of the
Consultative Sara under the chairmanship of
Amir Ibrahim b. Yahya Hamid al-Din (Sayf al-
Haqq). Finally comes the list of the senior
officials including the governors and princes of
the prefectures, and at the top of this list is the
name of Qadi ‘Abdallah al-‘Amri, the Minister
of State.

The SNC and its appendices could not be kept
secret as the liberals and the leadership of the
patriotic Movement had hoped, as news and
documents were leaked to Crown Prince Ahmad
who was in Ta‘izz and thence to his father.
Therefore, rather than waiting for the death of
Imam Yahya, they felt it necessary to hasten his
elimination despite the immense risks involved.
Indeed ‘the assassination of the Imam was about
to be postponed when it was found that

‘Abdallah al-‘Amri had been travelling with the
Imam, as it was felt the Revolution had to seek
the assistance of al-‘Amri for his abilities and
experience.” The assassination took place on
18th February, 1948, opening the way for the
revolution of the constitutionalists and their
SNC.

The revolution was destined to last three
weeks, when the Crown Prince was able to abort
it and execute its leaders, as well as throwing
many of them into the ghastly Hajjah prison.
However, the SNC remained a landmark guiding
the Patriotic Movement and one of its historical
documents which cannot be properly studied and
appraised outside the context of the objective
conditions prevalent in the Yemen at a time of
her appalling isolation from the rest of the world.
Under those dreadful conditions the SNC
represented a qualitative leap towards rescuing
the Yemen from those conditions, so as to take
its rightful place in the community of civilized
nations.

2. The National Charter of 1982

The inception and circumstances of the NC
were as follows. Since the 1962 revolution in the
North and the independence of the South in
1967, the Yemen passed through difficult
periods of strife and instability. Since we speak
of the NC, I shall confine myself to dealing
briefly with two aspects of it as follows:

1) The necessity and circumstances that called
for the formulation of this document;

2) It took about four years to prepare the NC
which was later put to a national referendum.
Having obtained popular consent, it became a
national covenant in 1982.

The latter part of the 1970s was marked by
upheavals in the North, where two presidents had
been assassinated within a period of less than
eight months in 1977-1978. Similar events were
taking place in the South where the head of state
Salim Rubayyi‘ ‘Ali was executed. The North
found itself facing a tidal wave of extremism and
it became an arena for the infiltration of
revolutionary Marxist ideas from the South.
These troubles led to a brief armed conflict
between the North and the South in the spring of
1979 which ended with a summit meeting in
Kuwait in April, where a renewed call was
issued for the unification of the two parts of the
country as the only way out of wars and conflicts
in the future.

The climate of the Yemen, however, was
conducive to the spread of extremism, and the
various views of the Islamic right and the
Marxist-Leninist left. Since the permanent
constitution of the North, which was a rather
liberal document formulated in 1970, banned




Some Notes on

Two Yemeni Contemporary Documents

1 Ll This brief article provides some
;iriL V| observations on two documents which
a2l } are of some importance in modern,

even contemporary, Yemenite history:
the Sacred National Charter (1947-1948) (a/-
Mitaq al-Watani al-Muqgaddas) and the National
Charter of 1982,

1. The Sacred National Charter (1947-1948)

The Sacred National Charter (hereafter the
SNC) represents the theoretical guidance and
first provisional constitution of the Patriotic
Movement and the forces of opposition to Iman
Yahya Hamid al-Din (1905-1948) and his
autocratic and backward system of government.
It also reflects the advanced thinking within the
outlook of the existing forms of Arab liberalism
represented at that time by the constitutional
monarchical systems in Iraq and Egypt, though
mirroring Yemen’'s own particular
circumstances.

The text of the SNC with its 39 articles and
appendices was crystallized in late 1947 and the
beginning of 1948' under the guidance and
effective contribution of one of the leading lights
of the Muslim Brotherhood Movement in Egypt,
the Algerian activist al-Wartalani al-Fudayl (d.
1959) as well as that of the leadership of the
Movement. Also involved were some of the
great thinkers of the Yemen Patriotic Movement,
such as Husayn al-Kibsi,’ Ahmad al-Muta*’ and
others. A copy of the SNC, hand-written by the
young nationalist and ambitious Sayyid Ahmad
M. al-Shami, was dispatched from San‘a’ to al-
Zubayri (d. 1965) and al Nu‘man (d. 1996) in
Aden, so that large numbers of copies could be
printed and kept there in secret until such time as
the revolution was to be declared. * The
revolution had been expected to take place on the
demise of the elderly and sick Imam Yahya. It
was planned to capture his wily Crown Prince
Ahmad who was in Ta‘izz at that time and to
declare Sayyid ‘Abdallah b. Ahmad al-Wazir
the new imam at the helm of a constitutional
government. The details and appendices of the
SNC include a list of names of members of the
government and other bodies and institutions.

Hussein Abdullah al-Amri

The SNC comprises 39 articles preceded by a
brief, but extremely important introduction
(drbajah). This latter defines the reasons for the
deterioration of the situation in the Yemen due to
‘the repressive autocracy and egotism that
characterized Imam Yahya b. Hamid al-Din—
hence the grounds of legitimacy for opposing
him and the duty to change the existing state of
affairs—discharging that duty towards God and
the Muslims.’ :

The introduction concludes by issuing a call
unprecedented in the modern and contemporary
history of the Yemen to ‘the representatives of
the Yemeni people to convene a conference
dedicated to the task of examining the
components of a legally sound system and the
designation of a leader whose charge would be to
implement it as well as to control law and order
and to safeguard the interests of the nation. He
was also to dispense with both the religious and
carthly duties towards the Yemen on the death of
the present Imam.’

The first article stipulates that ‘the investiture
of His Highness al-Sayyid ... as a legal §iaraws
and constitutional imam in accordance with the
path chosen by the most advanced nations in
today’s civilized world, provided that it does not
in any way contradict the tolerant and correct
teaching of Islam.’

The second article specifies the conditions
attached by the people’s representatives to the
nominated imam as well as defining the limits of
his constitutional powers. The third article
defines the system of government as Surawi,
constitutional and one which should not breach
the Shari‘ah. The subsequent articles deal with
the draft of a constitution for the country to be
presented to a constituent assembly for its
endorsement. This was to be followed by the
formation of a provisional Consultative Council
(Sara) consisting of 70 members, including
members of the Council of Ministers and others.
‘This was because it was not possible to recall
the constituent assembly which was assigned the
task of formulating a constitution and setting out
permanent responsibilities.” The SNC determines
the responsibilities of the Government and Sara
for the interim period until the election of a
Council of Deputies or Sira.



alls alll ae ple

1okt L (o8 Lglaand Gl Aidmy L0 skl dsadnd el o ddl) e (e Alsplf OyLisel

Agude ISlamtt Joi fa halig Aciad| B gt alaim
ALl LA sa 5 Alg radl 3o B
SN A g Asadallls Adolpdasdll Hic B

.@,&}‘Mﬁg.\@,; w&ﬂJ,BA“MEtﬁw,Mlmﬁqhﬂ[’L_ﬁh KYNES oy |
A 35 etk ] it 5 568 WDyt p Bl 53 LS [yl ST W

B ALl it 55 all Lale Tyl ySu it &
.A1982/8/30

Lobe 1uilBy dypgoall (untiy§ dslinidl 33le] @ &
#1983/5/23 b st

A1988/T/17 b aslonit aei &

& 3202 By ) ) (el i 3 8 2396 Lilae &
21990 30022

a2y Al e Wgue 821990 ale gile 22 Lo o
Aadl Anyggent! plids Llin) dciedd) jsganti ale
Al (ot Ly ALl @3 s gl B

T B S can ) ko (B (30 sl vl 3 &
21994 428

21994 g8t 1 L8 anysgandl Lusdy comniil

23908 Tpack 85 pc i e A5 dmie il pulonn 31 &
1997/12/24 b syl ida gt

(o il DL Jg A dyggeant] Ly cunil 4
#1999/9/26 & _aitl 48

A e e A A3 i e AN At S 2

ddlaies po Wl Con iy, d L8al042 ale g o
celaiio Aladlove (loviw

SA,all B S dedlad B0 ¢

21958 ale doulud | Oigald quadl 4

ple Aol | Cilgatly G ySuatf duasslSW L Gomidl 4
21960

#1963 ple p33e 40) ) A #

ple SLLIAN B ey SLLA) A )ad gl ¢
21964

Lgens (yag dalgll 40 Siual) Cuolil) fpe s Jgd &
S elgd Wildg deyall Gl gl WSLB

LAY Ll Awls I ks 8 Iguin & e 01 &
A1O78 g 24 2 SIS, Ly dombaad| Ol gt

 Cilgall Lale LBy Biysgammhd Lucudy caini &

AIOTBIT/17 B At

(e plaabs p19BT/9/17 B ude Sy Il By &

B oag gt Lildy o Aol Oy all Gislud
PP PR URCA YA | PO




| ] Otitie‘s'
History & Cultural Heritage of Yemen

Vol. 1 * No.1 » 2001






